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OF  THE 
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1  ©03. 


TO  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

OF  WIDNES. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  again  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
1903,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Widnes, 
giving  Statistics  of  the  Mortality  Returns,  Births,  Notifications  of 
Infectious  Disease-;  and  the  distribution  of  the  same  in  the  six  Wards 
of  the  Borough.  From  these  tables  it  will  be  observed  that  the  death 
rate  is  15*6  per  thousand  of  the  population,  and  the  birth  rate  34*8  per 
thousand  of  the  population. 
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Estimated  Population  — 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Danby,  Secretary  to  the  Education 
Committee,  for  the  following  information  : 
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In  calculating  the  census,  and  taking  5^6  as  the  number  of  indi¬ 
viduals  resident  in  each  house  inhabited,  of  which  there  are  5360, 
the  census  of  1903  would  be  29519,  as  against  29489  the  census  of 
March,  1902. 


Births — 

The  total  number  of  births  during  1903  was  998,  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  34*80  per  thousand  based  on  last  census. 

Table  of  Births  for  each  Month  during  1903  :  — 
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Table  of  Births  since  1891  : — 
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Table  of  Deaths,  for  each  Month  during  1903  : — 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Dec.  Ttl. 


Males  ... 

20 

22 

l9 

1 5 

17 

2  2 

26 

3 1 

20 

6 

18 

24 

240 

Females 

1 5 

4 

18 

2 1 

*4 

1 1 

27 

3° 

16 

9 

2  5 

1 8 

208 

- 

03 

26 

37 

36 

3 1 

0  *> 

00 

—  •-> 
00 

61 

36  : 

*5 

43 

42 

448 

A  Table  of  Deaths  since  1891,  shewing  the  number  of  deaths 
each  year : — 
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A  Table  of  Deaths  shewing  the  mortality  from  all  causes  at  sub- 
joined  ages,  during  the  year  1903  :  — 
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Deaths  jrorn  all  causes 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1903  and  Previous  Years. 
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estimated  to 
middle  of  each 
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Births 

Year 

Number 
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Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the  District. 


U nder  1  Y ear  of  Age 

At  all  Ages. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 
registered 

Number 

Rate 
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Total  population  at  all  ages  ..  . . 28380  at  census  of  1901. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  .  3360 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3*6  ,. 

Area  ol  district  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  3039 


Enteric  Fever 


During  the  past  year  48  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  to 
exist  in  the  Borough,  37  cases  being  removed  to  and  treated  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

As  in  previous  vears  the  following  table  again  points  to  the  fact 
that  the  outbreak  and  chief  centres  of  infection  are  identical  in  time  and 
place. 

The  Special  Sub-Committee  inspected  these  centres  and  gave 
strict  instructions  to  have  the  houses  and  also  the  back  premises, 
passages,  and  privies  thoroughly  disinfected.  This  has  been  most 
carefully  attended  to  and  carried  out  to  my  satisfaction. 

Enteric  Fever  Cases  notified  during  the  year  1903  : 
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Mortality  from  Gastro  Enteritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea,  during-  the  year  1903,  in  the  several  Wards. 


'I'lie  following-  table  shews  the  distribution  of  Enteric  fever  in  the 
various  Wards  since  1890  : — 
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Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  and  shown  in  the  various 
Wards  in  which  they  occurred,  for  year  ending  December,  1903. 
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A  Table  shewing  the  whole  of  the  notifications  during  the  year 
under  the  respective  ages. 


At  all  Under 


DISEASE.  ages  1  year 

Small  Pox  .  12  — 

Cholera  .  — 

Diphtheria .  24  — 

Membranous  Croup .  7 

Erysipelas  .  17  2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  231  1 

Enteric  Fever  .  48  -- 

Continued  Fever  .  —  — 

Puerperal  .  2  — 
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— .  — 

— 

I 

4 

9  1 

77 

J35 

J4 

4  — 

0 

*9 

M 

1 2  — 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

2  _ 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

Total 


172 


37 


1 


1 1 

Mortality  Return  for  Year  ending  December  31st,  1903,  for  the 
Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Widnes,  Mortality  from  all  Classes  at 
subjoined  Ages  :  — 


WARD.  At  all  Under  65  and 

Ages  1  Year  1  to  5  5  to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  upwards 

Far  n  worth  .  54  22  4  1  5  12  10 

Halton  View  .  54  14  8  6  1  23  2 

Simms  Cross  .  79  28  17  3  7  19  5 

Victoria .  95  27  15  5  2  38  8 

Waterloo  .  108  34  24  7  2  34  7 

West  Bank  .  58  18  8  5  4  15  8 

Totals  ...  448  143  76  27  21  141  40 


Scarlet  Fever — 


There  were  231  notifications  ;  of  these  159  were  removed  to 
hospital. 

This  Fever  being  most  prevalent  in  the  Simms  Cross  Ward,  the 
Infants  and  Junior  Schools  of  the  Simms  Cross  Board  Schools  were 
Hosed  for  three  weeks,  viz  : — from  the  10th  day  until  31st  inclusive, 
of  October. 

Printed  Instructions  were  distributed  throughout  the  Borough. 
Carbolic  Acid,  Oil,  and  Soap  were  also  supplied  to  the  Infected  houses. 

Small  Pox — 

Twelve  cases  were  notified  — 11  were  removed  *to  Barrows  Green 
Isolation  Hospital  and  one  was  treated  at  home.  Every  precaution 
was  taken  in  dealing  with  the  outbreak  by  prompt  isolation  and  disin¬ 
fection,  also  by  vaccination  and  re-vaccination. 

Erysipelas — 

Seventeen  cases  ot  Erysipelas  were  notified  as  against  13  in  1902 
and  15  in  1901 . 

Puerperal  Fever — 

There  were  two  cases  notified  during  the  past  year, 
against  none  in  1902,  and  3  in  1901. 


as 


I  2 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup — 

These  diseases  are  responsible  for  24  notifications  of  the  former, 
and  7  of  the  latter. 

Measles — 

2  deaths  occurred  during-  the  year,  as  against  10  in  1902. 

I V hoop  i iig  Co  ugh — 

12  as  against  2  in  1902,  and  18  and  20  previous  years. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  not  notifiable  diseases. 


Phthisis  — 


7  deaths  occurred,  as  against  15  in  1902,  and  12  in  1901. 

Isolation  Hospital — 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Phthisis  are  not  notifiable. 

The  following-  Table  gives  the  number  of  cases  treated  in  the 
Isolation  (Fever)  Hospital  since  1890.  See  also  return  from  Isolation 
Hospital  shewing  other  cases  treated  there. 


SCARLET  FEVER.  ENTERIC  FEVER. 
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Number  of  patients  treated  during-  1903. 


Small  Pox  Typhoid  Typhus  Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever  Unclassified 

In  Hospitals,  Jan. 

1st,  1903.  1  3  o  o  S  o 

Admitted  up  to 

Dec.,  1903  10  37  1  7  156  3 


Total 


Totals  11  40 


i64  3 

-  226 


Deaths 


1  5  1  0 


4 


1 1 


Patients  still  in 


A  cc He ut  / 1  ospital — 


The  Accident  Hospital  was  opened  in  the  year  1878.  and  during 
the  year  1903,  69  In-door  Patients  and  38  Out-door  Patients  were 
treated,  making  a  grand  total  of  1392  cases  that  have  been  treated  at 
that  Institution. 


The  present  structure  is  a  composite  building,  two  dwelling-houses 
being  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  In  my  opinion  the  Wards  are 
far  too  small  for  the  purposes  intended.  The  buildings  are  quite 
inadequate  and  require  either  to  be  completely  reconstructed  or  rebuilt. 


Water  Supply — 

Copy  of  the  last  analysis  of  water  by  Pro.  Dr.  Campbell 
Brown,  D.Sc.,  County  Analyst. 

I  Vater  A  nalysis — 

Samples  of  water  from  Stocks  Well  and  Netherley  have 
been  submitted  to  Dr.  J.  Campbell  Brown,  for  analysis,  who 
reports  as  follows  : — 


14 


1 

Stock* 

*  Well 

Neth 

erlev 

* 

• 

In  parts 
per  100,000 
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clear,  no  organisms. 


Remarks — 

These  are  very  excellent  samples  of  water  for  domestic  use. 

( Signed)  J.  Campbell  Brown,  D.Cc. 

From  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  Campbell  Brown  before  the  members  of 
the  British  Association  meeting  held  at  Southport,  1903,  I  observe  he 


stated  that  the  water  supplied  to  Widnes,  was  derived  from  the  deep 
bore  wells  in  the  Keuper  Sandstone,  and  was  without  organisms  of 
any  kind, 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  during  the  12  months  ending 
31st  December,  1903,  amounts  to  1,035,733,687  gallons  of  which 
713,970,000  gallons  were  for  manufacturing  purposes  and  321,763,687 
gallons  for  domestic  and  sanitay  purposes,  being  an  increase  of 
20510754  gallons  for  sanitary  purposes. 

Sanitary  Work  Accomplished — 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  the  work  entrusted  to  him 
energetically  end  satisfactorily.  I  have  pleasure  in  appending  his 
annual  report  for  1903. 

Insanitary  Property — 

Several  cases  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year,  vide  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

Works —  General — 

Escape  of  Gases — 

A  few  complaints  have  been  made  about  gases  escaping  from 
several  works.  The  same  were  duly  reported  to  the  Manager  of 
works,  who  invariably  gave  attention  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
further  escape. 

The  quantity  of  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen  Gas  escaping  is  very 
much  less  than  in  former  years. 

Milk  shops ,  &c. — 

These  have  also  been  duly  inspected,  and  when  irregularities  have 
been  pointed  out  they  have  been  duly  attended  to. 

A  Circular  has  again  been  posted  throughout  the  Borough,  similar 
to  that  of  last  year. 


i6 


Food  &  Drugs  Act — 

o 

SAMPLES  TAKEN  YEAR  1903. 

1  am  indebted  to  Superintendent  Keighley,  of  the  County  Police 
for  the  following  report  . — 

Return  of  Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  for  the 


year  1903. 


No. 

Date. 

Description  of  Sample 

Result  of  Analyis 

J 

1 

27th  Jan. 

Pepper 

Genuine 

2 

y  y 

Lard 

do. 

0 

6 

< 

* 

Whiskey 

do. 

4 

y  f 

Rum 

do. 

5 

j  * 

Butter 

do. 

6 

>  > 

Vinegar  1 

do. 

7 

y  y 

Lard 

do. 

8 

y  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

9 

y  • 

Ice  Cream 

do. 

10 

Coffee 

do. 

1 1 

5  ) 

New  Milk 

do. 

1 2 

>  5 

New  Milk 

do. 

1 3 

<  y 

Spirits  of  Sweet  Nitre 

do. 

H 

y  y 

Tincture  of  Rhubarb 

do. 

lS 

3rd  Apr. 

New  Milk 

Genuine 

16 

>> 

New  Milk 

Deficient  in  cream,  no  pro¬ 
secution. 

l7 

y  y 

New  Milk 

Gen  uine 

18 

y  y 

Butter 

do. 

19 

y  y 

Butter 

do. 

20 

y  y 

New  Milk 

Deficient  in  cream,  no  pro¬ 
secution. 

2 1 

y  y 

Coffee 

Genuine 

22 

y  y 

Whiskey 

do. 

23 

» » 

Butter 

do. 

24 

y  > 

Whiskey 

do. 

25 

*  > 

Pepper 

do. 

26 

)  * 

New  Milk 

do. 

27 

y  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

28 

15th  May 

New  Milk 

do. 

29 

y  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

3° 

>  ? 

New  Milk 

do. 

31 

1  > 

Butter 

do. 

32 

>  5 

W  hiskey 

do. 

n  /-> 
vV) 

1  > 

Whiskey 

do. 

34 

y  y 

Butter 

do. 

35 

y  y 

Pepper 

do. 

l7 


No. 

Date 

Description  ot  Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

36 

1  stli  May 

Pepper 

Genuine 

37 

5  * 

Butter 

do. 

38 

J 1 

New  Milk 

Adulterated  to  5  parts  water 
to  100  parts  of  milk,  fined  20/- 
and  costs. 

39 

New  Milk 

Genuine 

40 

7th  July 

New  Milk 

do. 

41 

New  Milk 

do. 

42 

j  » 

New  Milk 

do. 

43 

>  1 

New  Milk 

do. 

44 

5  J 

New  Milk 

do. 

45 

)  9 

New  Milk 

do. 

46 

9  9 

New  Milk 

do. 

47 

>  1 

New  Milk 

do. 

48 

*  * 

Whiskey 

do. 

49 

t  5 

Butter 

do. 

5° 

)  > 

Pepper 

Contained  a  quantity  of 
bleached  pepper  husks,  no 
prosecution 

51 

)  > 

Butter 

Contained  13%  of  water,  and 
upwards  ot  70%  of  fats  other 
than  butter,  proceeded  against 
for  exposing  for  sale  unlabelled 
Margarine.  Ordered  to  pay 
costs. 

5-* 

2nd  Sept. 

Butter 

Genuine 

53 

5  5 

Whiskey 

do. 

54 

1  1 

Whiskev 

do. 

55 

»  5 

Whiskey 

do. 

56 

'  J 

New  Milk 

do. 

57 

1  5 

New  Milk 

do. 

58 

9  * 

New  Milk 

Contained  approx.  1  part  of 
formaldehyde  in  20,000  parts 
of  milk,  fined  £  1  and  costs. 

59 

>  » 

New  Milk 

Contained  approx.  1  part  of 
formaldehyde  in  25,000  parts 
of  milk,  fined  £jo  and  costs. 

60 

>  5 

New  Milk 

Genuine 

61 

1  ’ 

Milk 

do. 

62 

?  ? 

Butter 

do. 

63 

>  > 

New  Milk 

Contained  approx.  1  part  of 
formaldehyde  in  25,000  parts 
of  milk,  fined  £1  and  costs. 

64 

24th  Nov. 

New  Milk 

Genuine 

65 

1  » 

Whiskey 

do. 

66 

j  > 

New  Milk 

do. 

iS 


No. 

Date 

Description  of  Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

67 

24th  Nov. 

New  Milk 

Genuine 

68 

y  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

69 

>  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

7° 

>  * 

Whiskey 

do. 

7i 

1  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

72 

y  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

73 

y  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

74 

y  y 

New  Milk 

do. 

75 

9  9 

New  Milk 

do. 

In  1902  the  number  of  samples  taken  was  35,  consisting  12  of 
milk  and  22  miscellaneous  samples.  In  1903  the  number  of  samples 
taken  is  75,  being  an  increase  of  41,  and  an  increase  of  23  for  milk. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act ,  igoi  — 

This  Act  has  been  in  force  since  the  1st  January,  1902,  and  in 
compliance  with  Section  132  I  have  to  report  specifically  upon  the 
administration  ol  the  same  and  also  to  send  a  copy  of  the  Report  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  I  therefore  beg  to  report  that  very  careful 
attention  has  been  given  to  this  work.  A  Register  is  kept  of  all  the 
Workshops  in  the  Borough,  from  which  I  extract  the  following 
information  :  — 

Total  number  of  Workshops  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  78 

including  —24  Bakehouses, 

5  Laundries, 

49  other  Workshops. 

Total  number  of  lists  of  Outworkers  received  by  the  Sanitary 

e 

Inspector  during  1903  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

representing — Employers  5 
Outworkers  t  i 


1 1 


Outworkers  premises  inspected 


Bakehouses — 


The  Bakehouses,  in  the  Borough  are  generally  satisfactory  and 
constructed  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  are 
periodically  cleansed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Sanitary  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  of  Underground  Bakehouses  in  Borough  in  use  ...  ...  nil 

.S’  .7  n  it  a  ry  conveniences — 

Workshops  provided  with  W.C .  22 

„  ,,  Privies...  57  79 

Refuse  Removal — 


This  work  continues  to  receive  the  special  attention  of  the  Town 
Council,  and  is  carried  out  very  satisfactorily  under  the  direction  of  a 
Special  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee.  During  the  year  a 
Superintendent  was  appointed  to  supervise  and  arrange  the  work,  and 
he  has,  so  for,  discharged  his  duties  efficiently. 

Surveyors  Report — 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  48  d  welling-houses,  4  other  buildings, 
and  1 1  alterations. 

Sewer  Flu  shinty  6°  Ventilation  — 

The  sewers  have  been  periodically  flushed  and  repaired  where 
required,  and  the  ventilating  shafts  maintained  in  good  order  and 
repair. 

SI  a  ugh  terho  uses — 

All  the  slaughter-houses  on  inspection  were  found  clean  and  kept 
in  good  order. 

Lodging h  0  uses — 

The  lodginghoitses  were  also  inspected  and  found  clean  and  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


20 

General — 

The  Medical  Practitioners  in  Widnes  and  District  have  loyally 
supported  me  in  carrying-  out  my  duties,  for  which  I  sincerely  thank 
them. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  U.  MacLENNAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


